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The Department of Geosciences at Baylor University requires three papers for all Ph.D. degrees (see section V). One 
of the papers must be accepted for publication in a peer-reviewed journal approved by the Department’s Graduate 
Committee, a second paper must be submitted for publication in an approved, peer-reviewed journal, and the 
third paper should be approved for publication by the Ph.D. Dissertation Committee (see section V).  

All papers must be approved by the committee prior to their submission to journals (see section V). The 
Department of Geosciences is not asking committee members to edit the papers but simply to approve them for 
publication (i.e., they should be “worthy” of submission). This is not a formal review because all committee 
members may not have the expertise to evaluate the scientific merits of these papers and assess their 
contributions to the field, and the papers will eventually be reviewed by journal editorial boards and specialists. 

Please evaluate carefully the paper authored by Ph.D. candidate and the scope and requirements of the intended 
journal, then respond as quickly as is practical, but in any case, within three weeks. If there are any reservations, 
please contact the Ph.D. candidate and other authors as soon as possible. Thank you for your time and effort. 
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